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(57) ABSTRACT

A communication system and a noise predictive calibration
method are disclosed. The communication system includes a
decoder configured to decode an input signal, wherein the
decoder produces one of: a converged data output when the
decoder decodes the input signal successfully, and a non-
converged data output when the decoder decodes the input
signal unsuccessfully. The communication system also
includes a convergence monitor configured to determine a
calibration procedure based on at least one of: a number of
times where the decoder decodes successfully, and a number
of times where the decoder decodes unsuccessfully. A noise
predictive calibration circuit is configured to utilize output
produced by the decoder without qualification when the con-
vergence monitor indicates utilization of a first calibration
procedure. The noise predictive calibration circuit is further
configured to utilize only the converged data output produced
by the decoder when the convergence monitor indicates uti-
lization of a second calibration procedure.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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ADAPTIVE CALIBRATION OF NOISE
PREDICTIVE FINITE IMPULSE RESPONSE
FILTER BASED ON DECODER
CONVERGENCE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/971,813,
filed Mar. 28, 2014. Said U.S. Provisional Application Ser.
No. 61/971,813 is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of signal process-
ing and particularly to calibration of noise predictive finite
impulse response filters.

BACKGROUND

Sectors of data from storage systems or other blocks of data
may vary in the signal to noise ratio and thus in the difficulty
of recovering the original data after storage or transmission.
Noise predictive finite impulse response filters may be used to
improve data detection of noisy data sectors.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, an embodiment of the present disclosure is
directed to a communication system. The communication
system includes a decoder configured to decode an input
signal, wherein the decoder produces one of: a converged data
output when the decoder decodes the input signal success-
fully, and a non-converged data output when the decoder
decodes the input signal unsuccessfully. The communication
system also includes a convergence monitor configured to
determine a calibration procedure based on at least one of: a
number of times where the decoder decodes successfully, and
anumber of times where the decoder decodes unsuccessfully.
The communication system further includes a noise predic-
tive calibration circuit configured to utilize output produced
by the decoder without qualification when the convergence
monitor indicates utilization of a first calibration procedure,
the noise predictive calibration circuit further configured to
utilize only the converged data output produced by the
decoder when the convergence monitor indicates utilization
of a second calibration procedure.

A further embodiment of the present disclosure is directed
to a storage system. The storage system includes at least one
storage device and a communication system in communica-
tion with the at least one storage device. The communication
system includes a decoder configured to decode an input
signal, wherein the decoder produces one of: a converged data
output when the decoder decodes the input signal success-
fully, and a non-converged data output when the decoder
decodes the input signal unsuccessfully. The communication
system also includes a convergence monitor configured to
determine a calibration procedure based on at least one of: a
number of times where the decoder decodes successfully, and
anumber of times where the decoder decodes unsuccessfully.
The communication system further includes a noise predic-
tive calibration circuit configured to utilize output produced
by the decoder without qualification when the convergence
monitor indicates utilization of a first calibration procedure,
the noise predictive calibration circuit further configured to
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utilize only the converged data output produced by the
decoder when the convergence monitor indicates utilization
of'a second calibration procedure.

An additional embodiment of the present disclosure is
directed to a noise predictive calibration method. The method
includes: decoding an input signal to produce one of: a con-
verged data output when the input signal is decoded success-
fully, and a non-converged data output when the input signal
is decoded unsuccessfully; monitoring whether the input sig-
nal is decoded successfully; determining a calibration proce-
dure based on at least one of: a number of times the input
signal is decoded successfully, and a number of times the
input signal is decoded unsuccessfully; providing noise pre-
dictive calibration utilizing data output regardless of whether
the data output is converged or non-converged when the
determined calibration procedure is a first calibration proce-
dure; and providing noise predictive calibration utilizing only
the converged data output when the determined calibration
procedure is a second calibration procedure.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory only and are not necessarily restrictive
of the invention as claimed. The accompanying drawings,
which are incorporated in and constitute a part of the speci-
fication, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together
with the general description, serve to explain the principles of
the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The numerous advantages of the present invention may be
better understood by those skilled in the art by reference to the
accompanying figures in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a communication sys-
tem;

FIG. 2 is an illustration depicting a convergence monitor;

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a noise predictive
calibration method;

FIG. 4 is another flow diagram illustrating a noise predic-
tive calibration method; and

FIG. 5 is a block diagram depicting a storage system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the presently
preferred embodiments of the invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

Principles of the present invention will be described herein
in the context of illustrative embodiments of a noise predic-
tive calibration and noise predictive finite impulse response
filter loading techniques adapted to be employed in a read
channel communications apparatus. It is to be appreciated,
however, that the embodiments of the present invention are
not limited to the specific apparatus and methods illustra-
tively shown and described herein.

While illustrative embodiments of the invention will be
described herein with reference to Low Density Parity Check
(LDPC) and other error-correcting code (ECC) techniques, it
is to be appreciated that the embodiments of the present
invention are not limited to use with these particular tech-
niques. Moreover, it will become apparent to those skilled in
the art given the teachings herein that numerous modifica-
tions can be made to the embodiments shown that are within
the scope of the present invention. That is, no limitations with
respect to the specific embodiments described herein are
intended or should be inferred.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a read channel 100 for
a storage device such as a hard disk drive (HDD) or the like.
Data is retrieved from the storage medium in channel 102,
where processing is performed on the data, such as amplifi-
cation, analog-to-digital-conversion, finite impulse response
(FIR) filtering, equalization and other processing techniques
suitable for retrieving data from the medium. A detector 104
receives codewords from channel 102 and communicates
with a decoder 106 to perform iterative decoding. The detec-
tors can be implemented as soft-output Viterbi detectors,
maximum a posteriori (MAP) detectors or the like, and the
decoder(s) can be implemented as Low Density Parity Check
(LDPC) decoders, Turbo decoders or the like.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the detector
104 is a noise predictive (NP) channel detector, well known in
the art. As depicted in the figure, a noise predictive calibration
circuit 108 is connected to a noise predictive finite impulse
response filter (NPFIR) loading circuit 110 for loading filter
coefficients into the detector 104. The noise predictive cali-
bration circuit 108 calibrates or trains data to achieve filter
coefficients, as data is being read, for the noise predictive
filters in the detector 104. That is, the noise predictive cali-
bration circuit 108 is adaptively processing so as to self adjust
and continually update the coefficients for improved filtering
of noise at the detector 104.

In an iterative decoding process such as that depicted in
FIG. 1, the decoder 106 performs a data decoding process
where the decoded data is either provided as a hard decision,
or provided to the detector 104 again for a subsequent decod-
ing iteration. Generally, where the data decoding process
applied by the decoder 106 converges, the converged data is
provided as a hard decision at the output and the processing is
completed for that particular data set. The decoder 106 ter-
minates when either (i) the decoder 106 arrives ata converged
data/codeword, or (ii) the decoder 106 performs a maximum
allowable number ofiterations, or a maximum allowable time
has elapsed, without arriving at a correctly decoded code-
word, i.e., the decoder 106 has failed to converge. When the
decoder 106 terminates under condition (i), the output of the
decoder 106 is referred to as converged data. On the other
hand, when the decoder 106 terminates under condition (ii),
the output of the decoder 106 is referred to as non-converged
data.

In general, it would be preferable for the noise predictive
calibration circuit 108 to use error-free data (i.e., converged
data from the decoder 106) for calibration and/or training
purposes. Calibrating noise predictive finite impulse response
filters with error-free decoded sectors is important since erro-
neous decoded sectors may cause divergence problems and
the like. It is noted that, however, converged data is not always
readily available, especially at the beginning stage of the
calibration process. For instance, in the beginning stage of
noise predictive calibration where the noise predictive finite
impulse response filters are not reasonably well established,
the decoded sectors rarely converges even at high signal to
noise ratio regions.

Embodiments in accordance with the present invention are
therefore configured to adaptively determine whether non-
converged data output can be used for noise predictive cali-
bration purposes. In one embodiment, a failure rate/count is
monitored and compared against a programmable threshold
to determine a calibration procedure as to whether non-con-
verged data output can be used or not. For instance, if it is
determined that the failure rate/count is high (e.g., in the
beginning of NP calibration), the noise predictive calibration
circuit 108 can be configured to operate under a first calibra-
tion procedure and accept output from the decoder 106 as its
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training data without any qualifications, regardless of
whether the output from the decoder 106 is converged data or
non-converged data. On the other hand, if it is determined that
the failure rate/count is low (e.g., below the threshold value),
the noise predictive calibration circuit 108 can be configured
to operate under a second calibration procedure and only
accept converged data from the decoder 106 as its training
data, thus improving its accuracy.

It is contemplated that various types of hardware compo-
nents can be utilized to support monitoring of the failure
rate/count. For instance, as depicted in FIG. 2, a failure
counter register (e.g., a 4-bit counter) is used to track the
pseudo sector failure rate. In the beginning of the calibration,
aprogrammable threshold (denoted as THRSH in FIG. 2) can
be established, and the counter can be set to its initial value
(which by default can be half of the total counter capacity).
The counter value will then increase or decrease based on
sector convergence. For example, the counter can be
decreased by 1 if the decoded sector is converged; otherwise,
the counter can be increased by 1 if the decoded sector failed
to converge. In this manner, if the counter value is greater than
the threshold, it indicates that the failure count is high and the
noise predictive calibration circuit 108 should accept output
from the decoder 106 as its training data without any quali-
fications, regardless of whether the output from the decoder
106 is converged data or non-converged data. However, if the
counter value is smaller than the threshold, it indicates that the
failure count is low and the noise predictive calibration circuit
108 should only accept converged data from the decoder 106
for calibration.

It is contemplated that the counter as described above is
merely exemplary. The counter can be inversed (i.e., a con-
vergence counter) to achieve the same purpose. That is, the
counter can be increased by 1 if the decoded sector is con-
verged and decreased by 1 if the decoded sector failed to
converge. In this manner, if the counter value is greater than
the threshold, it indicates that the convergence count is high
(i.e., failure count is low) and the noise predictive calibration
circuit 108 should only accept converged data from the
decoder 106 for calibration and vice versa. It is also contem-
plated that the increment/decrement unit of 1 as described
above is merely exemplary. Different weight values can be
assigned to converged and non-converged data, and such
weight values can be adjusted over time as well without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention.
The threshold value can also be adjusted based on various
conditions. Furthermore, the failure/success rate can be
monitored as a percentage value, a ratio or the like, as long as
the monitored value can be utilized to indicate the failure/
success rate/count and whether the noise predictive calibra-
tion circuit 108 should accept output from the decoder 106 as
its training data with or without any qualifications.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a flow diagram illustrating a noise
predictive calibration method 300 is shown. As illustrated in
FIG. 3, adecoder (e.g., a LDPC decoder) is utilized to decode
an input signal in step 302. As described above, the decoder is
configured to terminate when either (i) the decoder arrives at
converged data, or (ii) the decoder fails to converge after an
allowable number of iterations or a maximum allowable time
has elapsed, and provides non-converged data. The termina-
tion conditions of the decoder are monitored in step 304, and
the monitored result is compared against a threshold value in
step 306 to determine a failure/success rate (may also be
referred to as a convergence rate). If the failure rate is greater
than the threshold (i.e., the success rate is lower than the
threshold), the noise predictive calibration method proceeds
to step 308 and accepts output from the decoder as training
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data without any qualifications, regardless of whether the
output from the decoder is converged data or non-converged
data. However, if the failure rate is lower than the threshold
(i.e., the success rate is greater than the threshold), the noise
predictive calibration method proceeds to step 310 and only
accept converged data from the decoder for NP calibration.

Referring now to FIG. 4, another flow diagram 400 illus-
trating the noise predictive calibration method described
above is shown. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the decoder decodes
each sector sequentially (steps 402 and 404), and the termi-
nation conditions of the decoder are monitored. If the decoder
converged (determined in step 406), a convergence counter is
incremented (step 410); otherwise, the convergence counter
is decremented (step 408). If it is determined (step 412) that
the convergence counter is less than a threshold (i.e., the
success rate is lower than the threshold), the noise predictive
calibration method continues to accept output from the
decoder as training data without any qualifications, regardless
of whether the output from the decoder is converged data or
non-converged data. However, if the convergence counter is
greater than the threshold (i.e., the success rate is greater than
the threshold), the noise predictive calibration method should
only accept converged data from the decoder for calibration
and update the noise predictive finite impulse response filters
accordingly (step 414).

It is contemplated that the structures and methods
described above are applicable to various other types of com-
munication systems in addition to read channel structures.
For instance, the structures and methods can be generally
applied to communication systems that require decoding,
such as wireless and/or wired communication systems and
the like.

It is also contemplated that the structures and methods
described above can be utilized in a hard disk drive, a solid
state drive, a hybrid drive, or a part of a higher level system,
such as a RAID (redundant array of inexpensive storage
devices or redundant array of independent storage devices)
based storage system. Such a RAID storage system increases
stability and reliability through redundancy, combining mul-
tiple storage devices as a logical unit. Data may be spread
across a number of storage devices included in the RAID
storage system according to a variety of algorithms and
accessed by an operating system as if it were a single storage
devices. For example, data may be mirrored to multiple stor-
age devices in the RAID storage system, or may be sliced and
distributed across multiple storage devices in a number of
techniques. If a small number of storage devices in the RAID
storage system fail or become unavailable, error correction
techniques may be used to recreate the missing data based on
the remaining portions of the data from the other storage
devices in the RAID storage system. The storage devices in
the RAID storage system may be, but are not limited to,
individual storage systems such hard disk drives, solid state
drives, hybrid drives or any combination of such drives, and
may be located in close proximity to each other or distributed
more widely for increased security. In a write operation, write
data is provided to a controller, which stores the write data
across the disks, for example by mirroring or by striping the
write data. In a read operation, the controller retrieves the data
from the disks. The controller then yields the resulting read
data as if the RAID storage system were a single disk.

As mentioned previously, the storage device configuration
can be varied in other embodiments of the invention. For
example, the storage device may comprise a hybrid hard disk
drive which includes a flash memory in addition to one or
more storage disks. In addition, storage device may be
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6

coupled to or incorporated within a host processing device,
which may be a computer, server, communication device, etc.

Furthermore, multiple storage devices 500-1 through
500-N possibly of various different types may be incorpo-
rated into a virtual storage system 500 as illustrated in FIG. 5
The virtual storage system 500, also referred to as a storage
virtualization system, illustratively comprises a virtual stor-
age controller 502 coupled to a RAID system 504. The RAID
system more specifically comprises N distinct storage
devices denoted 500-1, 500-2, . . . 500-N, one or more of
which may be hard disk drives and one or more of which may
be solid state drives. Furthermore, one or more of the hard
disk drives of the RAID system are assumed to be configured
to include read channel circuitry and associated decoding
circuitry as disclosed herein. These and other virtual storage
systems comprising hard disk drives or other storage devices
are considered embodiments of the invention.

Embodiments of the invention may also be implemented in
the form of integrated circuits. In a given such integrated
circuit implementation, identical die are typically formed in a
repeated pattern on a surface of a semiconductor wafer. Each
die includes, for example, at least a portion of decoding
circuitry as described herein, and may further include other
structures or circuits. The individual die are cut or diced from
the wafer, then packaged as an integrated circuit. One skilled
in the art would know how to dice wafers and package die to
produce integrated circuits. Integrated circuits so manufac-
tured are considered embodiments of the invention.

It should again be emphasized that the above-described
embodiments of the invention are intended to be illustrative
only. For example, other embodiments can use difterent types
and arrangements of storage disks, read/write heads, read
channel circuitry, signal processing circuitry, decoders, fil-
ters, detectors, and other storage device elements for imple-
menting the described error correction functionality. Also, the
particular manner in which certain steps are performed in the
signal processing may vary. Further, although embodiments
of the invention have been described with respect to storage
disks such as hard disk drives, embodiments of the invention
may be implemented various other devices including optical
data-storage applications and wireless communications.
These and numerous other alternative embodiments within
the scope of the following claims will be apparent to those
skilled in the art.

Furthermore, embodiments of the invention are applicable
to any communication channel that employs low density par-
ity check technology (LDPC). LDPC technology is appli-
cable to transmission of information over virtually any chan-
nel or storage of information on virtually any media.
Transmission applications include, but are not limited to,
optical fiber, radio frequency channels, wired or wireless
local area networks, digital subscriber line technologies,
wireless cellular, Ethernet over any medium such as copper or
optical fiber, cable channels such as cable television, and
Earth-satellite communications. Storage applications
include, but are not limited to, hard disk drives, compact
disks, digital video disks, magnetic tapes, optical data-stor-
age, and memory devices such as DRAM, NAND flash, NOR
flash, other non-volatile memories, solid state drives, and
hybrid drives.

It is understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps
in the foregoing disclosed methods are examples of exem-
plary approaches. Based upon design preferences, it is under-
stood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the
method can be rearranged while remaining within the scope
of the present invention. The accompanying method claims
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present elements of the various steps in a sample order, and
are not meant to be limited to the specific order or hierarchy
presented.

It is believed that the present invention and many of its
attendant advantages will be understood by the foregoing
description. It is also believed that it will be apparent that
various changes may be made in the form, construction and
arrangement of the components thereof without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention or without sacrific-
ing all of its material advantages. The form herein before
described being merely an explanatory embodiment thereof,
it is the intention of the following claims to encompass and
include such changes.

What is claimed is:

1. A communication system, comprising:

adecoder configured to decode an input signal, wherein the
decoder produces one of: a converged data output when
the decoder decodes the input signal successfully, and a
non-converged data output when the decoder decodes
the input signal unsuccessfully;

a convergence monitor configured to determine a calibra-
tion procedure based on at least one of: a number of
times where the decoder decodes successfully, and a
number of times where the decoder decodes unsuccess-
fully; and

a noise predictive calibration circuit configured to utilize
output produced by the decoder without qualification
when the convergence monitor indicates utilization of a
first calibration procedure, the noise predictive calibra-
tion circuit further configured to utilize only the con-
verged data output produced by the decoder when the
convergence monitor indicates utilization of a second
calibration procedure.

2. The communication system of claim 1, wherein the
convergence monitor includes a counter for tracking at least
one of: the number of times where the decoder decodes suc-
cessfully, and the number of times where the decoder decodes
unsuccessfully.

3. The communication system of claim 2, wherein the
counter is at least one of: increased and decreased based on
whether the decoder decodes successfully.

4. The communication system of claim 3, wherein the
convergence monitor determines the calibration procedure
based on comparison between the counter and a threshold
value.

5. The communication system of claim 3, wherein an initial
value of the counter in comparison with the threshold value
indicates utilization of the first calibration procedure,
wherein the output produced by the decoder is utilized with-
out qualification.

6. The communication system of claim 1, wherein the
decoder, the convergence monitor and the noise predictive
calibration circuit are fabricated in an integrated circuit.

7. The communication system of claim 1, wherein the
decoder implements at least one low density parity check
decoder.

8. A storage system, comprising:

at least one storage device; and

a communication system in communication with the at
least one storage device, the communication system fur-
ther comprising:

a decoder configured to decode an input signal, wherein
the decoder produces one of: a converged data output
when the decoder decodes the input signal success-
fully, and a non-converged data output when the
decoder decodes the input signal unsuccessfully;
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a convergence monitor configured to determine a cali-
bration procedure based on at least one of: a number
of times where the decoder decodes successfully, and
a number of times where the decoder decodes unsuc-
cessfully; and

anoise predictive calibration circuit configured to utilize
output produced by the decoder without qualification
when the convergence monitor indicates utilization of
a first calibration procedure, the noise predictive cali-
bration circuit further configured to utilize only the
converged data output produced by the decoder when
the convergence monitor indicates utilization of a sec-
ond calibration procedure.

9. The storage system of claim 8, wherein the convergence
monitor includes a counter for tracking at least one of: the
number of times where the decoder decodes successtully, and
the number of times where the decoder decodes unsuccess-
fully.

10. The storage system of claim 9, wherein the counter is at
least one of:

increased and decreased based on whether the decoder

decodes successfully.

11. The storage system of claim 10, wherein the conver-
gence monitor determines the calibration procedure based on
comparison between the counter and a threshold value.

12. The storage system of claim 11, wherein an initial value
of the counter in comparison with the threshold value indi-
cates utilization of the first calibration procedure, wherein the
output produced by the decoder is utilized without qualifica-
tion.

13. The storage system of claim 8, wherein the communi-
cation system is a read channel for the at least one storage
device.

14. The storage system of claim 8, wherein the decoder, the
convergence monitor and the noise predictive calibration cir-
cuit are fabricated in an integrated circuit.

15. The storage system of claim 8, wherein the at least one
storage device forms a redundant array of independent stor-
age devices (RAID) storage system.

16. The storage system of claim 8, wherein the decoder
implements at least one low density parity check decoder.

17. A noise predictive calibration method, comprising:

decoding an input signal to produce one of: a converged

data output when the input signal is decoded success-
fully, and a non-converged data output when the input
signal is decoded unsuccesstully;

monitoring whether the input signal is decoded success-

fully;

determining a calibration procedure based on at least one

of: a number of times the input signal is decoded suc-

cessfully, and a number of times the input signal is
decoded unsuccessfully;

providing noise predictive calibration utilizing data output

regardless of whether the data output is converged or

non-converged when the determined calibration proce-
dure is a first calibration procedure; and

providing noise predictive calibration utilizing only the

converged data output when the determined calibration

procedure is a second calibration procedure.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein monitoring whether
the input signal is decoded successfully includes:

increasing or decreasing a counter based on whether the

input signal is decoded successfully.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein determining a cali-
bration procedure includes:

comparing the counter to a threshold value.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein the noise predictive
calibration method is implemented on a storage device.
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